
For nearly 20 years, Texas has 
had a standard of keeping the 

public Science classroom open for 
discussion and debate on theories, 
including evolution.  Some extreme 
Austin groups, with their California 
liberal friends, demanded a change 
to this requirement so that scientific 
theories are taught as absolute truth.  
They focused the national media on 
Texas and manufactured a “religion 
vs. science” battle that they thought 
would help their cause.  It backfired.    

We testified against this proposed 
classroom censorship in Austin at 
the State Board of Education (SBOE) 
hearings in November, January, 
and March (final hearing).  We 
prepared Texas scientists, professors, 
educators, parents, and students, 
including a Dean of Science from a 
Texas university, and a public school 
Science teacher with over 30 years of 
experience, for these hearings.   

Your phone calls and over 10,000 
emails to SBOE members were 
decisive.  Just before the final vote, 
one SBOE member, who initially voted 
for censorship, said, “You have no idea 
the pressure we are under; we have 
got to find some common ground.”  
That pressure was coming from you!

In the end, the SBOE adopted science 
standards, by a 13-2 bi-partisan vote, 
that requires students to “analyze, 
evaluate and critique scientific 
explanations… including examining 
all sides of scientific evidence of 
those scientific explanations so as 
to encourage critical thinking by the 
student.”  

This huge win for over four million 
school students validates that Texans 
and the SBOE reject censorship in 
the classroom. This decision mirrors 
a recent Zogby poll which showed 
that 80 percent of Americans want 
teachers and students to discuss both 
sides of evolution theory.  

Gov. Perry Vetoes Last Minute 
Threat to Parental Rights

In a slick, last-minute move, dangerous 
language was added as an amendment 

to SB 1440.  The new version would have 
given CPS new, expansive authority 
to enter a home and take children in 
nonemergency situations – without notice 
or a hearing, without parental consent, 
and without “good cause” as currently 
required by law.
Incredibly, it passed the House and 
Senate without a public hearing on the 
new language. It was then forwarded to 
Gov. Perry to sign!
Free Market sprung into action. We called 
a news conference at the Capitol and 
helped draft a legal analysis letter to Gov. 
Perry asking him to veto this dangerous 
bill.  
A huge disaster was averted when, late 
Friday, June 19th, Gov. Perry vetoed SB 
1440. This “seize now, ask questions later” 
bill would have landed Texas in court and 
could have traumatized countless familites 
based on an unverified anonymous tips.  
Thank you for your calls to the Governor’s 
office asking him for a veto!  You made a 
difference!  
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Attack on Voters Guides 
Averted

HB 2511, a “campaign finance” bill 
which would have negatively af-

fected our voters guide and churches, 
died in the Senate after it passed the 
House.  Thankfully, along with your 
calls and emails, we stopped this bill.

The 81st Texas Legislature convened in January, and Free Market Foundation was ready on the frontlines, from our Austin 
office, to make sure your values were represented.  Thank God we were there!  We knew the opposition would see the 

change in D.C. and a more liberal leaning in the Texas House as an opportunity to try to pass dangerous bills. At the Capitol 
everyday, we testified in hearings, held press conferences, helped craft bill language, met with legislators, and much more. 
Your phone calls, emails and personal Capitol visits were instrumental as we worked to get good legislation passed and stop 
destructive legislation that would have eroded family values and freedoms in Texas!  

So, there is good news to report, but also some unfinished business. 

81st 
Free Market Stands Up for Texans: 
Taxes Rejected, Family Values Protected

Academic Freedom Prevails Against Censorship!

Our Austin Team

Legislature...

Jonathan Saenz addresses the media in 
Austin just before the SBOE hearing.

Kathy Cappolino & Jonathan Saenz 
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Legislative Spotlight:

Bills Filed 7,419
1,459 Bills Passed

Days in Session 140
25 Hearings in which 

FMF Presented Testimony 
Press Conferences 9

20,000 Texas Legisla-
tive Blog views

Bills Tracked 150+

Pro-Life, Pro-Family Legislation Some Gains, 
Some Setbacks

The Pro-Life Lobby Day on February 
24  was a huge success with 

hundreds of Texans in attendance (right) 
where live ultrasounds were performed.  

The ultrasound 
and Choose Life 
license plate bills 
had a majority of 
support by the House and Senate, but the ultrasound 
bill was blocked by liberal delays related to Voter 
I.D., while the Choose Life plate fell victim to political 
posturing on the last day. We were privileged to work 
with Alison Morales (pictured left) on the Choose Life 
license plate bill, as her extraordinary story of abortion, 
adoption, and also pro-life counseling made her a 

tremendous advocate for this cause! We also worked with the Davis Family 
on adult stem cell (ASC) issue and attorney Cecilia Wood on divorce reform.  
Adult stem cell treatment and research funding of $5 million continues, and 
the Alternatives to Abortion fund was increased from $5 to $8 million.  Other 
efforts to undermine parental and informed consent were stopped.

Planned Parenthood’s Failed 
Takeover of Sex-Ed  

Planned Parenthood and other 
liberal Austin groups put all their 

efforts toward trying to force Texas 
students to learn more about condoms, 
contraception, and various sexual 
lifestyles, and less about abstinence.  
These bills would have opened the door 
to school use of the book “It’s Perfectly 
Normal” which affirms adolescent 
sexual activity and sexual deviant 
behaviors as normal. Almost every 
day at the Capitol, we saw groups of 
women and children carrying Planned 
Parenthood bags, working to get this 
bill passed.  However, we provided 
key testimony and research and pulled 
together a strong coalition of groups 
in opposition to these bills, and all the 
bills were defeated.  

Tax Reductions Pass, Major Tax Increase Defeated  

The business/franchise tax now exempts businesses with revenue under $1 
million  from  paying the tax. Also, property tax appraisal districts now must 

include foreclosure sales when computing the market value of your home, thus 
lowering your appraisal. TEA Party groups, FMF and others, helped stop a new 
local-option transportation tax on the last day of the session. This was HUGE, 
saving billions in new taxes. 

New Hate Crimes Law for 
Children? Not On Our Watch! 

HB 824, which would have 
authorized forcing a 10 year-old 

child to attend a re-education course to 
show “acceptance” of homosexuality 
and bisexuality (and other protected 
classes under state law) as 
punishment, passed the House and 
the Senate State Affairs Committee.  
It was one step away from heading to 
Gov. Perry’s desk!  In the last few days 
of the session, we were finally able to 
stop this bill from going forward with 
our testimony and your pressure on 
Senators to protect Texas children and 
parents from further expanding “hate 
crimes.”   Another bill, HB 2966, would 
have given “hate crime” protection for 
transgender persons.  Both of these 
bills failed.

For more in-depth summaries about these issues and to find out how your legislators voted, visit us online at www.FreeMarket.org!

State Board of Education 
Preserved: 

Liberals Block McLeroy 

Austin extremist groups lost badly 
on the SBOE issues of Bible cours-

es and academic freedom in science 
classrooms, so their solution was to try 
to eliminate the entire Board. They lost 
again, along with 15 other bills attack-
ing the SBOE.  

One example of their devious tactics 
is HB 710, which would have taken 
away our right to vote for our SBOE 
members.  News articles reported that 
Free Market was the key to HB 710’s 
defeat. Also, we testified against SB 
2275, which would have stripped the 
SBOE of its textbook and curriculum 
powers. 

We also sent an email on this bill and 
by that afternoon, over 100 calls had 
come into one legislator’s office, effec-
tively stopping the bill!  We are outraged 
that SBOE Chairman, Don McLeroy, 
was blocked from confirmation by 11 
Democrat Senators, as the Senate 
discussion focused on his Christian 
beliefs and the New York Times’ opin-
ion.  This will be a short-lived setback, 
as Gov. Perry is sure to appoint a con-
servative replacement who represents 
Texas values.


